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SUBJECT: NGUYEN THI HAI COMMENTS ON TIN NGHIA BANK CASE 

1. LOWER HOUSE DEPUTY NGUYEN THI HAL A 10 PERCENT STOCKHOLDER IN 
THE RECENTLY CLOSED TIN NGHIA BANK, TOLD EMBOFFS ON MAY 2 THAT 
SHE HAD RESIGNED FROM THE BANK' S BOARD OF DIRECTORS IN 1970 
AND HAD NOT BEEN ASSOCIATED WITH BANK MANAGEMENT SINCE THAT 
TIME. ASKED TO WHAT EXTENT SHE BELIEVED THE CHARGES AGAINST 
BANK OWNER NGUYEN TAN DOI WERE FACTUAL, SHE SAID THERE WAS 
NO QUESTION THAT HE HAD ENGAGED IN ILLEGAL ACTIVITY, BUT THAT 
ALL MAJOR BANKS WERE FORCED TO DO THE SAME IN ORDER TO MEET 
GVN DEMANDS FOR OPENING NON- PROFITABLE RURAL BRANCHES. IN 
ADDITION, DOI USED FUNDS ILLEGALLY- BUT AGAIN IN RESPONSE 
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TO OFFICIAL PRESSURES- TO INVEST IN VIETNAMESE INDUSTRIAL 
ENTERPRISES, ACCORDING TO HAL 

2. MRS. HAI OPINED THAT TIN NGHIS HAD BEEN CLOSED BECAUSE 
DOI HAD MADE SOME ENEMIES WHILE EXPANDING HIS BUSINESS. SHE 
ADDED THAT, ALTHOUGH HE WAS OVERTLY " AMBITIOUS" IN BUSINESS, 
HE WAS NOT " POLITICALLY AMBITIOUS ", INTIMATING THAT HE IS NOT 
AN ASTUTE POLITICIAN. CONTRARY TO HER ADVICE, SHE SAID, HE 
HAD " MADE SOME MISTAKES". HAI IDENTIFIED ONE SUCH MISTAKE AS 
HIS DECISION TO GRANT LOANS TO FOUR OPPOSITION NEWSPAPERS 

( WHICH SHE DECLINED TO IDENTIFY) WITH WHICH THEY MADE THE 
REQUIRED DEPOSITS UNDER LAST YEAR" S PRESS LAW. 

3. COMMENT: HAI SUGGESTION THAT DOT S PROBLEMS STEM FROM 
POLITICAL " MISTAKES'" RATHER THAN ILLEGAL BUSINESS PRACTICES 
IS A COMMONPLACE ASSERTION IN THE SAIGON RUMOR MILL. ONE 
PERSISTENT RUMOR HAS IT THAT HIS MAJOR MISTAKE WAS HIS ALLEGED 
FAILUR TO JOIN AND FUND THE DEMOCRACY PARTY, OF WHICH MRS. HAI 
IS TREASURER GENERAL. 

BUNKER 
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